Kamla Bhasin (on what turned out to be her last day) had make a very specific request to three
friends who were with her then – Khadijah Faruqui, Navtej Johar and Manisha Gupte. Two musical
performances highlighting ‘The Politics of Love’ had to be held, with Navtej organising one in Patiala
and Manisha, the event in Pune. Kamla even got two of her well-loved artist friends, Shabnam
Virmani and Parvathy Baul on the phone to plan the date for the Pune programme along with
Manisha. The tribute in Pune was organised by Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal (MASUM) on
9th December 2021 in the auditorium of S.M. Joshi Socialist Foundation and was attended by over
200 people.

Manisha Gupte laid out the context of the theme ‘The Politics of Love’ by saying that love is an
empowering as well as a political act, especially during this era of hate-mongering where it is now
easier to ‘other’ someone than to consider them your own. When we suppress our ability to love
we fail to hear or feel the agony and angst of those around us, and this apathy then feeds into
violent and exclusionary identity politics. Through love we understand that no victim or survivor of
violence and discrimination can be ‘theirs’; in fact, in the gentle continuum of love, the artificial
schism between ‘us’ and ‘them’ ceases to exist. Loving has never been more dangerous than it is
today, whether it is romantic love or simply that of friendship and solidarity, and therefore for all
of us who have experienced the rapture of loving
passionately, this moment in history provides us the
opportunity to love with abandon. Love, compassion,
kindness and generosity sustain our humanity, and they
would continue to nourish us even after all our human rights
have been realised through our struggle for equality,
democracy, social justice, freedom and peace within and
outside the home. Manisha concluded by saying that Kamla
embodied the notion of individual and universal love, and
that she was one of the kindest and most generous persons
one could have ever met.
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Parvathy, Shabnam, Khadijah Faruqui and Shruti
Batra (Jagori / Sangat, New Delhi) were welcomed
and felicitated by Anvar Rajan, trustee, MASUM.
Khadijah in her tribute to Kamla said “None of us
have seen Rabia, the 8th century Sufi saint, but I
often tell people that I have seen Rabia with my
own eyes. Kamla was that Sufi; she harboured no
hatred in her heart for anyone. As she herself had
said, she hasn’t left us. She is very much here,
singing with us, so let us celebrate Kamla today in the spirit of feminist togetherness.” Shruti said
that Kamla’s songs, posters, banners remind us
of her each day. We express gratitude to her for
spreading feminist ideas, raising her voice
against injustice and oppression and knitting
the threads of love and friendship. Since 2012,
through One Billion Rising, Kamla has been
giving us the message that social issues have no
national borders and they connect us all
together. Shruti iterated that Kamla’s
memories would continue to be cherished by people across generations.
The next segment in the programme was the screening of the 24 minute long film ‘Kamla Ka Kunba’
produced by ANHAD, New Delhi. This film was made specifically upon Kamla’s request during the
last couple of months of her life and she had seen the final cut of the film a few days before she
passed away. This poignant and evocative film can be watched on YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVkbk2q58no ).
The third and spectacular segment of the tribute was the musical rendition by Parvathy Baul and
Shabnam Virmani. During that magical one hour, they
presented the memoir which they had specially crafted
for the musical tribute to Kamla. Explaining the relevance
and depth of each piece they had selected, they led the
audience through an odyssey that seamlessly segued
from the inner, spiritual journey into the wider political
journey, conveying once more that our solidarity and
commitment to
live and die for
our beliefs are
intertwined with our innate ability to love others as an
extension of oneself. Hushed silence, clapping, tears,
laughter, a standing ovation and the oft-repeated feedback
by the audience that this was a ‘once in a lifetime’ and
ethereal experience were the best tributes social activists
from Pune could have paid to Kamla and to the two artistes who loved her so deeply that they
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fulfilled the commitment made to her by coming all the way to Pune. (The links to the YouTube
videos of the musical performance are given on the last page of this report)

Ramesh Awasthi concluded the programme by expressing deep gratitude and appreciation towards
Parvathy Baul and Shabnam Virmani for their
mesmerising performance. The beautiful banners with
slogans by Sangat / Kamla and their famous bandhani
scarves which were presented to the artistes and
organisers by Shruti had been gifted to MASUM by Jaya
Velankar and Nidhi Gupta on behalf ofJagori / Sangat,
New Delhi. He thanked Shruti and Khadijah for coming
all the way from Delhi. Shabnam Hashmi and Gauhar
Raza shared the film “Kamla Ka Kunba” with MASUM,
for which we are grateful, Ramesh said.
The team consisting of Prashant Kothadiya,
Sachin and Rahul Nayak, Date & Co., and
Mandar Gosavi added great aesthetics to
the programme through light, sound,
compilation of Kamla’s vignettes and
backdrop screen.
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Namdev of Unique Labels designed the bookmarks and the background poster.

The MASUM team contributed towards the planning and execution of the programme. The S.M.
Joshi Socialist Foundation not only made the auditorium and the outside space available in
accordance to physical distancing rules, but also actively engaged with the proceedings. Ramesh
expressed gratitude to the entire audience of social activists for their presence in spite of the
pandemic and for their overwhelming response throughout the programme. He concluded by
saying that Kamla’s work memories will always be with of us through her friendship, affection,
songs, writings and contribution to feminism and progressive politics in South Asia.

How Kamla would have loved to be part of this programme,
evergreen and resplendent as usual, wearing her gamchha,
listening with a twinkle in her eyes and lopsided smile as friends
choked on their emotions, and then regaling everyone with her
sense of humour, her gushing wah-wahs to all her ‘sheroes’ with
her signature salute and her omnipresent, piercing whistling.
Zindabad and salaam to you, dearest friend!
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The links to the YouTube videos of the musical performance by Parvathy and Shabnam are as
follows:
‘Ae Mhaari Heli’ by Shabnam Virmani & Parvathy Baul
https://youtu.be/SHr71XEG1QI
‘Koruna Navi Sonevarati’ by Parvathy Baul
https://youtu.be/eT2vRBK29wA
‘Mono Cholo Nijo Niketone’ by Shabnam Virmani & Parvathy Baul
https://youtu.be/sy-maffdb_g
‘Prempathare Je Shatare’ by Parvathy Baul
https://youtu.be/n8pw0vat-1g
‘Riddhi Ko Ni Maangu Daata Siddhi Ko Ni Maangu’ by Shabnam Virmani
https://youtu.be/l8h_bowDDSU
‘Shaadher Lau Banailo More Boiraagi’ by Parvathy Baul
https://youtu.be/Zu1xb16eJek
‘Teri Pondha Tariye’ by Shabnam Virmani
https://youtu.be/PLxliM5xmfY

*********

5|MASUM, 2021

